Pri.r. 


I find, quoth Mat, reproof is vain ! 

Who firjl offend, will firjl complain. 

3. Higheft in dignity. 

Three presidents, of whom Daniel was firjl. Dan. 

Firjl with the dogs, and king among the Squires. Sped?. 

4, Great; excellent. 

My firjl Son, 

Where will you go ? Take good Cominius 
With thee. Shakejpeare’ s Coriolanus. 

First, adv* 

1 . Before any thing elSe ; earlieft. 

He, not unmindful of his ufual art, 

Firjl in diffembled fire attempts to part ; 

Then roaring beafts and running Streams he tries. Dryden. 

Thy praife, and thine was then the publick voice, 

Firjl recommended Guifcard to my choice. Dryden. 

Heav’n, Sure, has kept this Spot of earth uncurft, 

To (hew how all things were created firjl. Prior. 

2. Before any other consideration. 

Firjl , metals are more durable than plants ; Secondly, they 
are more Solid and hard ; thirdly, they are wholly Subterra- 
neous ; whereas plants are part above earth, and part under the 
earth. Bacon’ s Natural Hijlory , N°. 603, 

3. It has often at before it, and means at the beginning. 

At firjl the Silent venom Slid with eafe, 

And Seiz’d her cooler Senfes by degrees. Dryden’ s Ain. 
Excepting filh and infers, there are very few or no crea- 
tures that can provide for themfelves at firjl , without the 
affiftance of parents. Bentley’s Sermons. 

4. First or lajl. At one hour or other. 

But Sure a general doom on man is paft, 

And all are fools and lovers firjl or lajl. Dryden. 

First-begot. \ n.J. [from firjl and begot.] The eldeft 
First-begotten, j of children. 

His firjl-begot , we know ; and Sore have felt, 

When his fierce thunder drove us to the deep. Parad. Reg. 
First-born. n.J. [ firjl and born.] Eldeft; the firft by the 
order of nativity. 

Laft, with one midnight ftroke, all the firjl-bom 
Of Egypt muff lie dead. Milton s Paradifie Lojl , b. xii. 

Hail, holy light, offspring of heav’n firjl-bom ! Milton. 
The firjl-bom has not a Sole or peculiar right, by any law 
of God and nature 3 the younger children having an equal 
title with him. Locke. 

First-fruits. n.J. [ firjl and fruits .] 

1. What the Seafon firft produces or matures of any kind. 

A Sweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
Firjl-fruits, the green ear, and the yellow fheaf. Milt. P. L. 
The blooming hopes of my then very young patron have 
been confirmed by moft noble firjl-fruits , and his life is going 
on towards a plentiful harveft of all accumulated virtues. Prior. 

2 . The firft profits of anything. 

Although the king loved to employ and advance bifhops, 
becaufe, having rich bifhopricks, they carried their reward upon 
themfelves ; yet he did ufe to raife them by fteps, that he 
might not lofe the profit of the firjl-fruits , which by that 
courfe of gradation was multiplied. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

3. The earlieft efFedl of any thing. 

See, Father, what firjl-fruits on earth are Sprung, 

From thy implanted grace in man ! Milton’s Parad. Lojl. 
FFrstling. adj. [fro m firjl.] That which is firft produced 
or brought forth. 

All the firjlling males that come of thy herd, and of thy 
flock, thou Shalt fan&ify unto the Lord thy God. Deutr . xv. 
Fi'rstling. n.J. [from firfi. ] 

1 . The firft produce or offspring. 

A fhepherd next, 

More meek, came with the firjl lings of his flock, 

Choiceft and beft. Milton’s Paradifie LoJl> b. xi. 

The tender firjllings of my woolly breed. 

Shall on his holy altar often bleed. Dryden’ s Virg. Pajl. 

The firjllings of the flock are doom’d to die ; 

Rich fragrant wines the cheering bowl Supply. Pope’s Odyjfi. 

2. The thing firft thought or done. 

Our play 

Leaps o’er the vaunt and firjllings of thefe broils, 
’Ginning i’ th’ middle. Shake f Trail, and CreJJ. Prologue. 

The flighty purpofe works o’erlook, 

Unlefs the deed go with it: from this moment, 

The very firjllings of my heart Ihall be 
The firjllings of my hand. Shakefipeare' s Macbeth. 

Fi'scal. n.J. [from fificus, a treafury, Latin.] Exchequer; 
revenue. 

War, as it is entertained by diet, So can it not be long 
maintained by the ordinary fijcal and receipt. Bacon. 

FISH. n.J. [ yiyc, Saxon ; vifch , Dutch. ] An animal that 
inhabits the water. 

The beafts, the fijhes^ and the winged fowls, 

Are their males Subjects. Shake f. Comedy of Err ours. 

I fight when I cannot chufe, and I eat no fijh. Sh. K. Lear. 


And now th e fijh ignoble fates efcnpe; 

Since Venus ow’d her Safety to their fnape. Creech. 

There are fifes , that have wings, that are hot ftrangers to 
the afty region ; and there are Some birds that are inhabitants 
of the water, whofe blood is cold as fijhes ; and their flefti i s 
So like in tafte, that the Scrupulous are allowed them on fiSh- 
days. Locke, 

To Fish. v. n. 

t. To be employed in catching fifties. 

2. To endeavour at ^ny thing by artifice. 

While others)^, with craft, for great opinion, 

I, with great truth, catch meer Simplicity. Shakefipeare, 

To Fish. v. a. To Search water in quell: of filh, or anv thina 
elfe. 

Some have fijhed the veryjakes for papers left there by men 
of wit. Swift. 

Oft, as he fifij’d her nether realms for wit. 

The goddefs favour’d him, and favours yet. Pope’s Dunciad. 

Fish-hook. n.fi. [fijh and hook,] A hook baited, with which 
filh are caught. 

A Sharp point, bended upward and backward, like a fijh- 
hook. Grew’s Mujaum, 

Fish-pond, n.fi [fijh and pond.] A Small pool for filh. 

Fijh-ponds are no Small improvement of watry boggy 
lands. Mortimer's Hujlandry. 

Fijh-ponds were made where former forefts grew. 

And hills were levell’d to extend the view. Prior. 

After what i have Said of the great value the Romans put 
upon fifties, it will not appear incredible-thatC. Hirrius Ihould 
Sell his fijh-ponds for quadragies H. S. 32,29 1 1 . 13 s. 4 d. 

Arbuthnot on Coins, 

Fi'sher. n.J. [from fijh.] One who is employed in catching 
filh. 

In our fight the three were taken up 
By filhermen of Corinth, as we thought : 

At length another had Seiz’d on us, 

And would have reft the fijhers of their prey. 

Had not they been very flow of fail. Shake]'. Comedy of Err . 

We know that town is but with fijhers fraught, 

Where Thefeus govern’d and where Plato taught. Sandys . 

Left he Ihould SuSpedl it, draw it from him, 

As fijhers do the bait, to make him follow it. Denham. 

A Soldier now he with his coat appears ; 

A fijher now, his trembling angle bears ; 

Each Shape he varies. Pope. 

Fi'sherboat. n.fi. [ fijher and boat.] A boat employed in 
catching filh. 

Fisherman, n.fi. [fijher and man ] One whofe employment 
and livelihood is to catch filh. 

Flow fearful 

And dizzy ’tis to caft one’s eyes So low ! 

The fijhermen that walk upon the beach 

Appear like mice. Shakefipeare’ s King Lear. 

At length two monfters of unequal Size, 

Hard by the Ihore, a fijhaman efpies. Waller. 

Do Scales and fins bear price to this excels ? 

You might have bought the fijherman for lefs. Dryd. Juven. 

Fi'shertown. n.fi. [fijher and toivn, ] A town inhabited by 
fifliermen. 

Others of them, in that time, burned that fijhertown 
Moufehole. Carew’s Survey of C rnwal. 

Lime in Dorfetftiire, a little fijhertown. Clarendon , b. vii. 

Fishers-coat. n.fi. [fijher and coat] A coat worn by a 
fiftier. 

When Sigion-Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his 
JiJhers-coat unto him, for he was leaked, and did caft himfelf 
into the Sea. Jo. xxi. 7. 

Fi'shery. n.fi. [from fijhefj] The bufinefs of catching fiSh- 
We fliall have plenty of mackerel this Seafon : our fijhery 
will not be difturbed by privateers. Addifion’s Spectator. 

Fi'shful. adj. [horn fijh.] Abounding with filh ; ftored with 
filh. 

Thus mean in ftate, and calm in Sprite, 

My fijhful pond is my delight. Car era’s Survey of Cornwal. 
It is walled and guarded with the ocean, moft commodious 
for traffick to all parts of the world, and watered with plea- 
fant i fijhful and navigable rivers. Camden’s Remains. 

Fo Fi'shify. v a. [from fijh.] To turn to fifti: a cant 
word. 

Here comes Romeo. 

— Without his roe, like a dried herring: 

O flefti, flefti, how art thou fijhijied ! Shak Rom. and Juliet. 

Fi'shing. n.fi. [from fijh.] Commodity of taking fifti. 

There alfo would be planted a good town, having both a 
good haven and a plentiful fijhing. SpenJ'er on Inland. 

Fi'shkettle. n.J. [fifo and kettle.] A caldron made long 
for the fifti to be boiled without bending. 

It is probable that the way of embalming amongft the Egyp- 
tians was by boiling the body, in a long caldron like a fijh' 
kettle , in Some kind of liquid balfam. Grew’s Mujaum • 

Fi'shme At. 




FIT 

Fi'shmeal. n.fi. [fijh and meal] Diet of filh ; abftemious 

Thin drink doth overcool their blood, and making many 
fijhmeals , they fall into a kind of male greenficknefs. Sharp. 

Fishmonger, n. f. [from fi/h-] A dealer in filh ; a feller of 

fiSh. , 

I fear to play the fijhmonger ; and yet So large a commodity 
may not pafs in Silence. Garew’s Survey of Cornwal. 

The Surgeon left the fijhmonger to determine the controversy 
between him and the pike. L EJlrange. 

Fi'shy. adj. [from fijh.] 

1 . Confifting of fifti. 

My abfent mates 

Roam the wild iSle. in Search of rural cates, 

Bait the barb’d fteel, and from th efijhy flood 

Appeafe th’ aflliaive fierce defire of food. Pope’s Odyjfey. 

2. Having the qualities of fifti. 

Few eyes have efcaped the picture of mermaids, that is, 
according to Horace, a monfter with a woman s head above, 
and ^extremity below. Browns V ulgar Err ours. 

FI'SSILE. adj. [ fijfilis , Latin.] Having the grain in a certain 
dire&ion, fo as to be cleft 

This cryftal is a pellucid fijfile ftone, clear as water or cryftal 
of the rock, and without colour; enduring a red heat without 
lofing its transparency, and in a very ftrong heat calcining 
without fufion. Neivton’s Opt. 

Fissi'lity. n.fi. from fijfile. [ The quality of admitting to be 
cloven. 

Fi'ssure. n.fi. [ fijfura , Latin; fijfiure^ French.] A cleft; a 
narrow chafm where a breach has been made. 

The ftone and other terreftrial matter was distinguished 
into ftrata or layers, as it is in England : thofe Strata were 
divided by parallel fijjures , that were inclofed in the 
Stone. Woodward’ s Natural Hijlory. 

I See 

The gaping fijfiures to receive the rain. Thomjon’ s Autumn. 

To Fi'ssure. v. a. [from the noun.] To cleave; to make a 
fiflure. 

By a fall or blow the Skull maybe fijfiured or fractured. Wife. 

FIST. n. f. [ pyr, Saxon.] The hand clenched with the fin- 
gers doubled down, in order to give a blow, or keep hold. 

She quick and proud, and who did Pas defpife. 

Up with her fijl , and took him on the face ; 

Another time, quoth the, become more wife; 

Thus Pas did kills her hand with little grace. Sidney. 

And being down, the villain fore did beat 
And bruife with clown ilh fijls his manly face. Fairy Jjhieen: 
Anger caufeth palenefs in fome ; in others trembling; 
fwelling, foaming at the mouth, .Stamping, and bending the 
fijl. Bacon’s Natural Hijlory , N°, 716. 

And the fame hand into a fijl may clofe, 

Which inftantly a palm expanded Shows. Denham. 

Tyrrheus, the fofter-father of the beaft. 

Then clench’d a hatchet in his horn yjjfi. Dryden’ s Ain. 

To Fist. v. a. 

1. To Strike with the fift. 

I faw him Spurning and fifing her moft unmercifully. Dryd. 

2. To gripe with the fift. 

We have been down together in my Sleep, 

Unbuckling helms, fijling each other’s throat, 

And wak’d half dead with nothing. Shake f Coriolanus. 

Fi'stinut. n.fi. A piftachio nut. 

Fi'sticuffs. n.fi [fijl and cuff.] Battle with the fift ; blows 
with the fift. 

Naked men belabouring one another with fnago-ed Slicks, 
or dully falling together by the ears at fifticujfs. ° More. 

She would feize upon John’s commons ; for which they 
were lure to go to fifiicuJJ's. Arbuthn. Hijlory of John Bull. 

My invention and judgment are perpetually at fijlicujfs , ’till 
they have quite difabled each other. Swift 

FI'STULA. n. J. [Latin; fiftu'e , French.] 

1. A Sinuous ulcer callous within ; any Sinuous ulcer. 

That fijlula which is recent is the eafieit of cure: thofe of 
a long continuance are accompanied with ulcerations of the 
gland and caries in the bone Wifeman’s Surgery 

2. Fistula Lachrimalis. A diforder of the canals leading 
from the eye to the nofe, which obftruas the natural progrefs 
of the tears, and makes them trickle down the cheek • but 
this is only the firft and mildeft Stage of the difeafe: in the 
next there is matter discharged Wfth the tears from the puntta 
lachrimaha , and Sometimes from an orifice broke through the 
lkin between the nofe and angle of the eye. The laft and 
worit degree of it is when the matter of the eye, by its lon 2 
continuance, has not only corroded the neighbouring Soft 
parts, but alio affeded the Subjacent bone. Sharp’s Surgery 

Fistular. adj. [from fijlula.] Hollow like a pipe. * 

Fistulous, adj [from fijlula ; fijluleux , French.] Having 
the nature of a fiftula ; callous or Sinuous like a fiftula 

you thefe fmU0US Ulcers become fiMous, I have Shewn 

H ftr n \ Ski ™ er > every fit of a diftafe^ -being^a 

Struggle of nature ; from viit, in Flemifh, frequent, Junius.] 


j . A paroxyfm or exacerbation of any intermittent diftemper. 
Small Slones and gravel collect and become very large in 
the kidneys, in which cafe a fit of the ftone in that part is the 
cure. . Sharp’s Surgery. 

2. Any Short return after intermiflion ; interval. 

Sometimes ’tis grateful to the rich, to try 
A Short viciSfitude, and fit of poverty. Dryden’ s Horace . 

Men that are habitually wicked may now and then, by fits 
and Starts, feel certain motions of repentance. L’ EJlrange. 

By fits my fwelling grief appears, 

In rifing fighs and falling tears. Addifon on Italy - 

Thus o’er the dying lamp th’ unfteady flame 
Hangs quivering on a point, leaps off by fits. 

And falls again as loth to quit its hold. Addifon’s Cato . 
Religion is^not the bufinefi of fome fits only and intervals 
of our life, to be taken up at certain days and hours, and laid 
afide for the reft of our time ; but a fyftem of precepts to be 
regarded in all our conduct. Rogers’s Sermons. 

All fits of pleafure we balanced by an equal degree of pain 
or languor: ’tis like Spending this year part of the next year’s 
revenue. Swift. 

3. Any violent affe&ion of mind or body. 

The life did flit away out of her neft. 

And all his fenfes w T ere with deadly fit oppreft. Fairy fjjueen. 
An ambitious man fubje£ts himfelf to others, and puts it 
in the power of every malicious tongue to throw him into a 
fit of melancholy. Addifon’s Spectator. 

4. Diforder ; diftemperature. 

For your hufband. 

He’s noble, wife, judicious., and beft knows 

The fits o’ th’ feafen. Shakefipeare’ s Macbeth. 

5. It is ufed, without an epithet of diferimination, for the hyf- 
terical diforders of women, and the convulfions of children; 
and by the vulgar for the epilepfy. 

Mrs. Bull was fo much enraged, that Ihe fell downright 
into a fit. Arbuthnot’ s Hijlory of J Jn Bull. 

Fit. adj. [ vitten , Flemifh, Jur.ius ] 

1. Qualified ; proper: wither before the noun, and to before 
the verb. 

Mighty men of valour, fit to go out for war and battle. 

1 Chron. vii. 1 1. 

He lends him vain Goliah’s facred fword, 

Th efittejl help juft fortune could afford. Cowley’s Davidcis. 

This fury Jit for her intent She chofe, 

One who delights in wars and human woes. Dryden’ s Ain. 
It is a wrong ufe of my understanding to make it the rule 
arid meafure of another man’s ; a ufe which it is neither fit 
for , nor capable of. • Locke. 

2 . Convenient; meet; proper; right. 

Since we have faid it were good not to ufe men of ambi- 
tious natures, except it be upon necefiity, it is fit we fpeak in 
what cafes they are fo. Bacon , KJJhy ; 7. 

See how thou could’ft judge of fit and meet. Milt. F. L. 
It is fit for a man to know his own abilities and weak- 
nefles, and not think himfelf obliged to imitate all that he 
thinks fit to praife. Boyle. 

If our forefathers thought fit to be grave and ferious, I hope 
their pofterity may laugh without offence. Addifon. 

To Fit. v. a. [ vitten , Flemilh, Junius.] 

1 • To accommodate to any thing; to fuit one thing to another. 
The carpenter marketh it out with a line : he fitteth it with 

P^ anes * Ifi.x liv. 13. 

‘ Would fate permit 
To my defires I might my fortune //, 

Troy I would- raife. Denham. 

2. To accommodate a perfon with any thing : as, the taylor fits 

his cuftomer. 1 J 

A truffmaker fitted the child with a pair of boddice, ftiffened 
on the lame fide Wifeman’s Surgery. 

3. To be adapted to ; to fuit any thing. 

She Shall be our meSfenger to this paultry knight: truft me 
I thought on her ; lhe’11// it. Shake/feare. 

As much of the ftone as was contiguous to the marcafite 
fitted the marcafite fo clofe as if it had been formerly liquid. Bo. 

4. To Fit out. ] o furniSh; to equip; to fupply with neceifa- 
ries or decoration. 

A play, which if you dare but twire fit out , 

You’fl all be Slander’d, and be thought devout. Dryden. 
The English fleet could not be paid and ma/med, and fitted 
out, unlefs we encouraged' trade and navigation. Addif. Freeh . 

5. So Fit up. To furniih ; co make proper for the ufe or re- 
ception of any. 

T „ Fl ps farm. Pope to Swift. 

I © Fit. v. n. 1 o be proper ; to be fit. J 

Nor fits ir to prolong the heavenly feaft, 

Fitch » nr b , Ut ret ' re to reft ' l o P c ’ s ° d >M *■ iii. 

of wild pea. ° qulal cor *' u P“On of vetch. J A fmall kind 
Now is the feafon 

k or fowing of fitches , of beans, and of peafon. TufTer 

Fi'tchew' f'ififi [ i ^ rench Dutch.] A ftinking 

chew. ’ t e beaft > that robs th e henrooft and warren. 

Skinner 
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